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INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH

“Moving into the safe and just space for humanity means eradicating poverty to bring everyone above

the social foundation, and reducing global resource use, to bring it back within planetary boundaries”
‘A Safe and Just Space for Humanity', Oxfam (2012)

“A green economy as one that results in improved human well-being and social equity, while

significantly reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcities”
United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) (2008)

=Urban development with balance in environment and economy is one of the Environment
main focus in urban planning and also a challenge in today’s urban
development and growth.

=Balanced development means attaining a balance between environmental
protection and human economic development and between the present and
future needs. It means equity in development and actions across space and
time. It requires an integration of economic, social and environmental
approaches towards development.

"The project was a part of the framework of study included in the FRANG program, a Franco -English work
program which is working on the relationships between the Economy and the environmental issues.

=|nitially the background mapping study was conducted on a total time span of 6 weeks which included a
funded site visit for a week to the area of study, with 5 final year students of the Ecole Polytechnique de

I'Université de Tours.


http://www.philharding.net/quotes-corner/quotes-corner-1sd.htm

BALANCING ENVIRONMENT AND economy - THE CASE OF BIRMINGHAM ,UK -

INTRODUCTION

Hypothesis or Research questions :

The research tries to provide an understanding and analysis on, how the local government
decides on the development strategies and if the economic issues gain an upper hand over

the environmental issues .
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INTRODUCTION

RESEARCH AIM :

"TO ANALYZE THE STAND OF ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENT ISSUES BEFORE AND AFTER
THE PLANNING REFORMS AND CHANGES AND, TO IDENTIFY AND DEMONSTRATE IF THE
CHANGES AND REFORMS PROVIDE A BALANCE BETWEEN ENVIRONMENT AND ECONOMY.

OBJECTIVES :

"TOo ANALYZE HOW ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC ISSUES ARE DEBATED WHEN LOCAL
GOVERNMENT DECIDE ON THEIR DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES AND THEIR INFLUENCE.

"TO IDENTIFY THE SPECIAL INDICATORS ON ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMICAL ASPECTS
THROUGH BASIC DATA COLLECGCTION

"TO DISCOVER THE AREAS OF CONFLICT BETWEEN ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND ECONOMIC
ISSUES SENSITIVE ZONES THROUGH OVERLAY METHOD.

"TO DEVELOP SCHEMES AND ARGUMENTS TO DEMONSTRATE THE HORIZONTAL AND
VERTICAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ACTORS AND ISSUES RELATED TO ECONOMY AND
ENVIRONMENT.
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The research tries to provide an understanding and
analysis on, how the local government decides on the
development strategies and if the economic issues gain an
upper hand over the environmental issues ?

Previous
Study Research

Hypothesis
Findings o

Interviews -5 interviews

Data collection by local authority
through field trip

Intensive Literature Study ( list at the
end)

Data Collection _
Interview

Inductive Research Strategy Literature
Summary of Interviews
Spatial analysis through the
development of Maps
Comparison among data
Schemes

Data Analysis

- - Note:
5 eemeimy [FelEis etz s The direction of the solid arrow denotes

! e
environmental policiess the direction of dependency.

The dotted arrows denote the direction of
accountability.

== E
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The local development 1s
mfluenced by what happens
locally and nationally.

In England there is a
hierarchical ~ structure of - - -
guidance and plans, covering !

i | 2 >
thee planiing leyel National development ! Regional development i Local development

| ! = |

b ¢ o 0 e e m—

i "E— . | . Local authorities are responsible
National Level i Regional Level ! Local level for making decisions on planning
I R __\I : application and for writing a local
*Bubget allocation for | eRegionalfunds| Sub-region .
- R E D s ) e - elocal authority| development plan, but there plans
planning development i Level plan : I Y i Rt i

incentives and support| had to conform to the RSS as well
for growth as national policy

County councils cover large areas and
provide most public services ,district
councils cover smaller areas ,provide more

: (involvement of the
I]::) L oounty council '

For preparing ,monitoring and

Rules and governs the
system of planning

|
[ ;
| reviewing a regional spatial strategy, !
I for each of the nine English regions. |
: |
|

local services. City councils with borough or

Statutory regional plannin . . .
- directi a1 introd yd .g 2004p B city status are called borough councils or city
ur.opean ec. tves ar.l alws = Local Transport a4 ro. .u S ! councils nstead of district council
® National planning legislation Plans abolition expected in 2011 —
® Primary acts of Parliament 8 N —
Local Development J\ W Joi :
' g d dlati omt services Some
ect?n :lryl(reg. a 10111.5) Frameworks. Metropoliton 1 - d | local authorities share
. . 2 : own an i .
Nat101.1 P ann.mg polcy _I\ = Saved policies from County District council / Unitary Y parish concils i services covering a
® Planning Policy Statements authorities wider area
. . the pre-2004 system : - | )
and Mmerals Policy 5f Liddl Pl G5l Two tier system One tier system | o= = — — —
Statements, Government _I/ Unit
circulars, Government white
i BTl SataE In some parts of England there are also
. N t" Al Policv Stat ; these, they cover a smaller area ,they are
ation: olic atements. . . L
: 4 sometimes described as the third tier of
These outline Government T T—
policv on maior mfrastructure.

To encourage private sector
enterprise, create sustamable
private sector jobs and help
places currently reliant upon the
 / public sector make the transition
to sustamable private sector led

growth.
RGV is now a £2.4bn fund operating across England from 2011 to 2015.

| It supports projects and programmes that lever private sector investment

| L} | . ’
to create economic growth and sustainable employment. It aims
National policies RRS:ERGM PSS PARLIAMENTARY particularly to help those areas and communities which were dependent
and rules MPG STATEMENTS

on the public sector to make the transition to sustainable private sector-
led erowth and prosperity.

. St . Regional . - — — E- ..... \ Applcablein SOURCE: Anurag & Thirupura Sundari

level level Level Features ! certain cases
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Economy

Environment

Levels

)

I

U

THE MAJOR CHANGES AFTER THE REFORM

National level National level
1r
Regional Levels

Local level
Local level

LPS’s(Local partnership

strategy) Localism bill

LEP’s (local Enterprise
partnership)

Developmentthrough LEP’s

Local Poly-centric Economic
(For Economy) RDA

Local planning authorities will
be able to work with
communities to see their
vision for development
realised.

The strategy set out the
objectives, mechanisms, and
actions.

SOURCE: Anurag & Thirupura Sundari
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MAPS

The area of study
£ / \..
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*About 2850 kmst

*35% urbanized

*+ 3 million
inhabitants

*A protected
greenbelt

*An important
Industrial past

*A dense road
network
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MAPS

District/County boundaries
Unqualified persons rate
-14,0

0 25 5 10 Miles
N

Sources: ONS 2004 census

Made by F.Margary

*Unemployment
increased in all districts
since 2004

*England: 8,4%

*WM Region: 9,3%
*WM county: 11,4%
*Black Country: 12,1%

*22% and 24% unskilled

persons rate in
Wolverhampton and
Sandwell.

*19% on the whole
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Location of activities areas

Legend

Area of Study

Activities Areas

Greenbelt

District
Main Cities
Cities

Motorway
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]

Made by ;. Tranchant

References

Google Earth 2007
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State of the environment and protected areas
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References
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INTERVIEW ANALYSIS

Strategic planning,

Friends of Earth

West Midlands

Strategic

West Midlands

In terms of / By Birmingham City Council Development, Local Authorities
Council Birmingham City Engineers &
Council Planning Officers
group
Governance - Environmentnota |The  organizations/Changes in policy

priority.

work together, but
each with individual
identity.

perspective

Local authority /consulting
bodies

The city authority
had to reconsider
their city’s future;.

Poorly founded
consulting bodies.

There is no role by
local authorities in
economic
development.

They work with local
authorities of different
areas across boundary.

Role of Region , before and
after

It is just between
local authorities and

Government policy is
majorly to cut public

Confusion and
blurred clarity of
work and roles

private sectors. spending and
improve the
economic
development.
Currently the|Economy is always|The greenbeltis a
Environment and Regeneration gives/At the  moment,jconcern of economy|given a priority ahead|very desired area

Greenbelt

problems because the
sites are not very
large

economy wins against
the environmental
Issues.

has put every other
thing secondary.

of environment.

and there is a lot of
pressure, but it's
still a natural area.
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INTERVIEW ANALYSIS

Strategic planning,

Friends of Earth

West Midlands

Strategic Development,

West Midlands

In terms of / By Birmingham City Council Birmingham City Local Authorities
Council Council Engineers &
Planning Officers
group
New geography s
Economy : It is obliged that network They are putting economy|Since, the region was|The financial model ‘s|based on what is called
LEP’s(Local Enterprise of local operators has to|against environment. removed; the major rolejmajor goal is to raise|/Local Enterprise

Partnership)

be sensible and try to
make each group to work
individually.

in economic development
is played by LEP.

revenue, to make the city
more attractive.

Partnerships (LEPS).

Community involvement

People
awareness.

pressure

and

Infrastructure
-Transport

The key issue is to
promote the city centre,
and improve international
accessibility.

The only major project
that is coming up is
tramway to  connect
station from other parts of
the city.

To get a nodal shift.

Future vision /ldea of
Birmingham

The future in 2026 is on
way. As we have set up a
vision for Birmingham.
The development area is
on a green belt, so there is
an opposition for green
belt but it isn’t very
strong

There can be improvements
in private —public transport
— metro extension
(2015),and there is a lots
going on and the potential
can stimulate a lot.
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Field

Environment

Economy

Actors

ROLE OF ACTORS

Role

Environmental Agency

Environmental Guidelines for new development
at national and Local Level

Natural England

Conserving the natural resources from new
development and making guidelines

Citizens charter and NGO'’s
(Pressure Group)

Power to oppose and ask for an explanation
(Local authority should make a survey and take
opinions)

Friends of Earth

International Organisation raising concern over
environmental issues.

DEFRA Department is responsible for natural
environment and its protection, Biodiversity,
sustainable development, pollution control and
green economy.

Department of Business|Department is responsible for business

and Innovation Skills development, business law, economic
development

European Regional |Support sustainable development through

Development Fund

policy and funding and Regional coordination.
Funding available from EU to regional Level.

European Social Fund

Funds available for social development

Local Enterprise Partnership

LEP Build partnership between Private groups
and Local Authority on project basis or
establishment of new business

SOURCE: Anurag & Thirupura Sundari
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THE ACTORS OF THE PLANNING SYSTEM

7T

B . .

Department of Natural England
Communities and Planning Environmental Agency
Local 'n*ector DEFRA
Government(DCLG) : —

National

Friends of
Earth

No
Regional Coto;dlnatloln Bevelapment API::;:mr'lg
gthegions Framework NI
Level

Pressure Group
City (Citizen's Charter

Council

|
'
|
|
'
|
1
1
1
!
!
1
1
1
'
1
1
1
1
1
!
Local i
'
1
1
'
1
1
|
|
'
|
|
|
|
'
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

SOURCE: Anurag & Thirupura Sundari
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Central funding

!
|
|
|
I
|
|
|

=Bubget allocation for planning
development

= Central government funding

THE SCHEME OF FUNDING

Government

1

[ Regional funding

|

Regional Level

tral government

Finding programs-
Initiatives and grant

!
] Common/general \
The Design characters
,administration and X
quality of the funding CHARRTE
S characters —to
reflect current )

¥
“:=>

|
B

-
Through associated agencies —
quinoas (Non-departmental

public bodies)

National

level

!
!
|
Direct funding '
!
|
!

Regionalisation is a part of the
government ‘modernaisation
and funding devolution

Regional Local

Level

level

f:";'.lﬁi dlands

Function

/Features

=y

<::>[ Local funding

Types/Characters

.[ Lottery funding ]

-

L JISSp

IILFIL I

| Grant making
[
g trust

Local level

=Local authority incentives and
support for growth

= |ocal government funding
=Grants by local authorities

European

Funding
Local grants,

administration
according to
conditions
resources

support

local
and

Company giving ]

Local development
and projects Income
generation
i
Fundraising -
_’ i
public
.

=
>

P L I ~

BIS —Business !
innovation and skills

B
1
I
]
.

SOURCE: Anurag & Thirupura Sundari

| Applicable in
...... ) certain cases
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COMPARISON BEFORE. AND AFTER THE REFORM OF 2010

Planning

Before 2010

After 2010

* In England Regional

Responsibility

Planning
Bodies (m London, the Mayor)
prepare and produce a Regional
Spatial Strategy (RSS) (in London,
the Spatial Development Strategy)
reflecting the needs and aspirations
for development and land use for a
ten to fifteen year period (Office of
Deputy Prime Minister: General
Planning System).

Since 2010, regional level 1s abolished
by national government, the shift of
power as gone to nuclear level. As
currently, local authorities are directly
responsible for their development and
land use planning based on national
guidance.

Decision

=  Each RSS should reflect, and build

on, the policies set out at national
level. The RSS can include policies
relating to the area, or part of the
area, of more than one local
planning authority, allowing for sub-
regional planning.

As currently each local authority is
responsible for its development and
policies. As such no specific regional
coordmation is available on regional
dimension within local authorities.

Regionalism
or localism

* In England, decision-making was

more regionalized, but primarily to
suit the convenience of central
government. A few powers and
responsibilities have passed down
from national level.

Now. the decision-making has become
more centralized, primarily to suit the
convenience of central government in
economic development. A few powers
and responsibilities have passed down
from national level to local level.

= Regional government in Britain was

responsible for region economic
performance in the longer term.

A move to regionalism to localism in
Britain  may 1improve economic
performance in the longer term. But
much depends on the powers and
resources they receive and thewr
capacity to construct the public-private
alliances that make economic strategies
most effective.

SOURCE: Anurag & Thirupura Sundari




BALANCING ENVIRONMENT AND ECONOMY - THE CASE OF BIRMINGHAM ,U

APPEARANCE AND DISAPPEARANCE OF ISSUES AT DIFFERENT LEVELS

National

SOURCE: Anurag & Thirupura Sundari
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CONCLUSION

The research tried to provide an understanding and analysis on, how the local government decides on
the development strategies and if the economic issues gain an upper hand over the environmental
issues .

New economic policy towards localism Economy as key driver in the current English
planning system
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CONCLUSION

A comparative approach on the consideration of environmental and economic issues —
The economy gaining an upper hand over the environment

Local level

Co-ordination between
environment and economy is

required more than
competition.

Unemployment
issues

Unskilled labor
rate

=The very creation of the ,LEP is completely focused on Economy and has nothing to do with environment. Building
partnership between enterprises and local authorities has given economy a new dimension

=The environmental issues are taken into account nationally and local authorities are bound to follow the guidance
of environmental organizations such as Natural England and Environmental agency.

=Pressure groups and citizens have also an important role in protection of environment.RSS sets out the objectives
and actions for identifying, protecting and enhancing environmental assets through local development documents.

=But at the end in the local government decision making process ,less of importance is given to the Environmental
issues and they have been put secondary because of priorities given to Local economic development and
priorities.
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“Eventually, the world will no longer be divided by the ideologies of ‘left’ and ‘right’, but by those who
accept ecological limits and those who don’t”.

— Wolfgang Sachs, Wuppertal Institute



........ Its time to develop policies and strategies which will induce coordiation and co-operation ,and not
competition between economy and environment......

Thanks for your attention



