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Organic farming as lever for Romanian rural development Pr Mihai BULA
Study case of the institutional framework’s influence on small-scale farmers
settlement
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Context ~ Problem statement and hypothesis :
- 0 - T i i i in S
Rural areas covering 87_/0 of total Romanian surface area hosting i Organic farming attractiveness has augmented by 4 fold operators numbers in  Method and operatlonallzatlon
~almost ¥z of the population ~ thelast 10 years . C hensive intervi thod by J-C. Kauf 1996
« Agricultural lands represent 60% of total surface are + Due to its implementation simplicity (tools and surface area needed) | ‘t’mP"e enswg:ntervllew Lne Ot Y hau ;n?nn( , )
+ Primary sector represent 4,5% national GDP employing 1/4th - Can be a lever for rural development ° nerviewas an bilateral exchange o comprenend farmer's
~ national workforce - unique dynamic and motives .
Extreme land fragmentation and farm structure polarization - - Providing numerous jobs, infrastructure, creating global richness and skillsto =~~~ Use of a interview grid as comparative tool for all farmers
' ~ farmers and by extension rural areas and Romania as a whole through smail- -~~~
- Agriculture in Romania at the cross-roads of societal, scale farming ’
environmental and economic stakes - Studying farmers settlement process to highlight key elements
-> Development need with cross-cutting approach favouring or braking it
J Step 1 — Producer o
_________ registration - to the CDA
%D i
* Few scientific papers dealing with social e s Step 2 — Conversion period -
impact of organic farming on > with the CB  Lack of cohesion in the institutions
communities v E Sb/traini _g  Step 3 — Final certification - * Lack of reachable informations about
 Few papers linking rural development ormer job/training — by the CB ) g . . .

. . v Educati o v" Farmer’s life impacts subsidies, administrative steps and
and organic farming apart from the ucation 3 - (1 Step 4 — Organic producer / Herit o _ _
economic interest | | v" Culture Optional period registration — to the CDA ) Merlkafe opportunities fOr Organlc fa rming

* Very few papers treating social v" Traditions op | (can be successive) | 90 Step 5 — Single Identification 1arKe! o * Lack of communication between
importance of agric.ulture In Eastern v" Values o f= ; Registration — to the APIA j Financial supports and.SUb.SldleS institutions and between institutions
Europe and Romania - N /' Sensitivity - w / g Step 6 — Certified sale, logo Consume.rs and shop circuit and civil society

* No papers or informations, no listing, of v Initial means i | use, European Subsidies —by x Cooperation _ L
current existing programs and subsidies 4 " the MADR, APIA, EU ¢ Marketing and branding * Lack of transversality in the laws and

: : Opportunities -
applied to Romania _ o x Adjustments programs

* No paper or guideline indicating Fashion o EC 834/2007, EC 889/2008, Information and share
certification process in Romania x Gathered G / Ord. 181/2012 x

* High difficulties to contact farmers and informations — .
criterias of suitability for the study ——— <« Certification process -, ——— Perpetuation — — — Institutional framework does

''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' ‘ ? T not favour in practice small-

Literature research and expectations, Choice «—————— ——— Operating : _ - scale farmers settlement in
; ; Xpansion an : :
limitations, brjkff‘ and ObStLUCt'OnS ————————————————— Organic farming ~———— - | - - - - — proncts N —> organic farming
upwards the researc | principles learning Where ? |
Settlement process '

Discussion and conclusions Need to simplify procedures to fit

* Transparency and communication are essential marketing tools for organic activity in Romania with on-field reality

* Institutions are not favouring In pra_lctice s_mall-scale 9 gpplication_procedures and criteria_s not matchir_1g vyith on field daily _Iife reality as s_mall-scale farmer | Need of a cohesivity between

o :mg:)ergre]r;teaithcggrizii(;f Cross-cutting policies to not incitate organic farming under the uniqgue economic dimension - farming depolitization and acknowledgement of farming institutions by including all of rural

areas stakes aspects
Polytech Tours
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