
` 

1 

 

  



` 

2 

 

Our Journey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People we met: 

Aix-en-Provence 

Jérôme Dubois : 

Professeur en aménagement et 
urbanisme. Faculté de Droit et de 
Science Politique  

Institut d’Urbanisme et 

d’Aménagement Régional 

Avignon 

Gilles Périlhou: Director 

L’Agence d’urbanisme Rhône 

Avignon Vaucluse  

Xavier Durang: 

Responsable des études socio-
économiques 

L’Agence d’urbanisme Rhône 
Avignon Vaucluse  

 

Students: 

George Koukoufikis 

Iskandar Rafeh 

Joanne Hutchinson 

Mikel Agirre Maskariano 

Nurkız Yapıcı 

Rajanbu Lakshman 

Soroush Arjmandzadeh 

Steven Kerry 

Thanh Khau 

Thom Mills 

Research Participants: 

Ksenija Banovac 

Laure Daviot 

Leila Ghaffari 

Professors: 

Prof. Christophe 

Demaziere 

Prof. Abdelillah 

Hamdouch 

Prof. Serge Thibault 

 

 

 

Marseille 

Mme Semerciyan :  
Office de Tourisme et des congres 

Marketing & Commercialisation 
En charge des Visites Guidées 

Guided Tours Department 

Mme Sylvette Denefle, 
Professeur des Universites 
Sociologie, démographie 
l'Université François Rabelais de Tours 

M Daniel Rennou. 
Architect (retired):  
"Secteur ABF" d'Aix-en-Provence 
Antenne dirigée par Daniel Rennou, 
Architecte des Bâtiments de France 
Le Service Départemental de l'Architecture 
et du Patrimoine des Bouches-du-Rhône 

 

http://www.culture.gouv.fr/culture/sites-sdaps/sdap13/pages/information/presentation_service/carte_secteur_abf.html
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FIELD TRIP REPORT JANUARY 2014 

 

 

      

      

We departed Tours on the 22nd 

January 2014 and headed off for 

our 6 day field trip to discover a lot 

of new places and information 

about urban planning in France 

before returning to Tours on the 

27th January. 

 

We started with a stop in Lyon and 

then continued on to Avignon 

where we met with planners and 

attended the conference “Aux 

Frontières de l'urbain” which 

explored the role of small towns.  

 

After the conference we 

continued further south to 

Marseille via Aix-en Provence. 

Here again we were fortunate 

enough to meet with planning 

professionals and locals with 

knowledge of the area and current 

planning changes and challenges.   

 

As well as learning a lot about 

urban planning this also enabled 

us to explore the various cities 

and have a wonderful time. 
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GRAND LYON - COMMUNAUTÉ URBAINE DE LYON 

   

 

  
 

  
 

 

We started our trip in Lyon which was a great place to 

start our discovery of France. I had never been to Lyon 

before and discovered many facts about the city that I 

had not previously known, for example Lyon is the 

Gastronomic capital of France and was once the silk 

capital of the world. Lyon, which is located between the 

Rhône and the Saône rivers and at the foot of 2 hills, is 

one of the largest cities in France.   
 

We also discovered a city with a long history, including a 

diverse architectural and planning history, from Roman 

settlement over 2000 years ago, through medieval times 

and then the Renaissance through to modernity and it 

continues to evolve today. This includes the Roman 

theatres, the buildings of Vieux Lyon and the silk district 

of Croix-Rousse which all tell a story of the cities long 

history. More recently the city has evolved from its 

history as a textile capital to become an industrial city 

and now one of Frances most important technology 

centers focusing on pharmaceuticals and 

biotechnology.  As a result of its long history there is 

much to learn and discover including the beautiful 

buildings lining the river, the old cathedrals and squares 

and the many other old buildings, including the cities 

many UNESCO sites.    
 

In addition to the historic buildings the city, in particular 

the neighboring district of Villeurbanne, also has an 

interesting modern period to discover. Today, Grand 

Lyon continues to develop and pursue new urban 

expansions with a contemporary style and many new 

urban areas and buildings by important contemporary 

architects Jean Nouvel and Renzo Piano.  

 

 

http://www.grandlyon.com/
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LYON:  CITY CENTRE AND HISTORIC DISTRICT 

        
 

    
 

       
 

   
 

 

We arrived in the evening and took a 

tour of the city at night, discovering the 

old center including Vieux Lyon and the 

Cathédrale St- Jean, Place Bellecour, 

and the square's statue of Louis XIV 

and the Place des Terreaux where the 

Town hall is located. Just near the 

Town hall was another highlight for me; 

the Opera de Lyon which has been 

renovated by the architect Jean Nouvel 

in the 1990s. The renovation retained 

the beautiful original façade and added 

a large curved roof creating a 

contemporary addition which 

compliments the historic building. We 

also came across a wonderful model of 

the city (pictured on the previous page) 

in a small gallery which was a great 

way to orientate ourselves before our 

further exploration of the city. 

Although, unfortunately, we did not 

have time to visit the Notre Dame de 

Fourviere Basillica we had a lovely 

view across the river of both this and 

the metallic tower perched on top of 

the hill over Vieux Lyon. The next 

morning we took a drive around both 

the city and agglomeration (Grand 

Lyon) and discovered many other 

aspects of Lyon and in particular 

discovered more of the modern and 

contemporary planning developments 

of the City.  

I will need to return to Lyon to 

discover and enjoy more of the city, 

including a visit to the Basillica, Croix-

Rousse and the Roman theatre. 
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VILLEURBANNE: LES GRATTE CIEL 

 

 

,        

Located on the periphery of Lyon and within the 

Greater Lyon area is Villeurbanne. This area, and 

in particular the central area known as the  “Sky 

scraper” district (Gratte-Ciel in French) was very 

interesting to discover and an area I did not know 

existed before this trip. This district was 

conceived between the two world wars (1927 – 

1931) and is very different to any other area in 

Lyon or that I have seen before in France. It has a 

Modernist design with strong lines and geometric 

form which bring to mind art deco buildings from 

North America as well as constructivist 

architecture in Europe.  The project was 

conceived as a socialist district (social utopia) by 

the mayor of the period. Villeurbanne was an 

industrial town with lots of workers and during 

this time there was a need for new housing. Thus 

under the socialist mayor of the period it was 

decided to develop this new district for the 

workers. The area was a modernist and socialist 

vision consisting largely of social housing which 

created a new district just outside of the center 

of Lyon. The area also comprises of a theatre and  

a landmark Town hall built in a modern style at 

the end of the boulevard.  

 

 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-QNMGp9M8fxU/TsGGz3zZv6I/AAAAAAAABj8/cLkNMnn71D0/s1600/tour.jpg
http://bonjour-lyon.fr/beta/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/gratte-ciel.jpg
http://bonjour-lyon.fr/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/gratte-ciel-années-30.jpg
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2 images: one from the 1930’s and one from today show how preserved the district has been. 

 

The skyscraper district consists of a series of 9 - 11 

story apartment buildings along the 300 meter long      

(& nearly 30 meter wide) central Avenue of the district 

Avenue Henri-Barbusse.  The apartment buildings were 

designed to have the modern comforts of the time 

including elevators and hot water and social attributes 

such as communal terraces.  
 

Although in comparison to other cities in the word the 

skyscrapers are quite modest for France, and in 

particular for a district of this size and at the time of 

construction (between the 2 world wars), this was very 

modern and innovative. When the development was 

conceived in the 1920s, they were the first skyscrapers 

in France and employed new steel technology and 

construction methods being used in North America. 

Thus, these buildings of approximately 60 meters in 

height were very modern and different to the 

surrounding architecture.  
 

Today the apartment buildings are predominately still 

social housing and the theatre and town hall are still in 

use according with their original function. Furthermore, 

the area is still in very good condition.  In fact much of 

the area is now under protection due to its architectural 

and urban heritage.   
 

It was also very interesting to discover that many of the 

buildings are today being renovated with a thermal 

external layer to make them more energy efficient.  

Definitely recommend a visit. 
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CITÉ INTERNATIONALE: RENZO PIANO 

     

  

 

   

We visited the relatively new urban 

development of Cité Internationale.  This 

district is located on a site between the 

Rhône River and The Parc de la Tête d'Or 

(which is an urban park in Lyon and one of 

the largest urban parks in France). The 

district is interesting as an architectural 

and urban design project and can be seen 

as both at the same time.  It is also an area 

with a strong presence of public art which 

adds life to the area.   

 

Development started via an international 

completion launched in 1985 which was 

awarded to Pritzker Prize-winning 

architect Renzo Piano who worked in 

conjunction with landscape architect 

Michel Corajoud to design the entire new 

area. The First building began in 1993 and 

the area was completed in 2006.  The area 

is a mixed use development on a site of 

approximately 20 hectares consisting of 

residents, office, convention center, 

museum of contemporary art, a hotel, 

casino, cinema and commercial center 

with shops and restaurants. 
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A strong design aspect of the development is 

that the overall development has been 

designed around a pair of buildings on either 

side of a central pedestrian way which follows 

the line of the adjacent river and park.   The 

central pedestrian street is a semi internal-

external area with a glass canopy over much 

of the space.  As one walks through the space 

there are many glimpses through the 

bordering buildings to the adjacent lake and 

park.  Personally, I am not sure how 

successful the internal pedestrian ways were 

(perhaps if I return in summer the pedestrian 

areas will be inhabited and more lively) but I 

found the views through to the nature which 

reconnected the internal spaces with the 

surrounding nature an appealing feature of 

the development. 

Another feature of the area was the museum 

of contemporary art which is housed in the 

sole old building that was retained on the site.  

The way the new and old sit together was very 

harmonious. And I believe having retained the 

old building tells a story of the history of the 

site.  

 

 

I think one of the most interesting 

things about the area is that the 

one designer (architect, Renzo 

Piano) had control over the entire 

vision and developed the entire 

area.  And furthermore, that his 

approach was to have a singular 

look and feel for the development 

with most of the development 

having been constructed in a very 

limited palette of mostly terracotta 

and glass and with a consistent 

repeated form throughout so that 

the whole area reads as a 

homogenous development and 

statement.  How successful this 

single statement is I am not sure 

but it was interesting to see such a 

singular vision realized on such a 

large scale.  Also, I found the 

terracotta a beautiful material to 

see close up.  It was also 

interesting to discover that the 

design of the external facades with 

the double skin of terracotta and 

glass was designed as a high 

performance, environmentally 

efficient façade which provides 

natural ventilation and manages 

solar heat gain. Incorporating 

sustainability into the development 

was apparently an integral part of 

the design from the beginning for 

Renzo Piano. 
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CONFLUENCE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In contrast to the previous urban development we had visited (by Renzo Piano) one 

of the reasons this new district was so interesting was for the opposite reason; 

because it did not have one consistent style and materiality and had not been 

realised by only one designer but instead it is a mix of various forms, colours and 

materials by various architects within an overall master plan. This has, I believe, 

created an interesting, diverse and lively district. The development is an urban 

renewal project located within Lyon city initially instigated in 1998 with fist stage 

commencing in 2003 and the first stages completed around 2010. The final stages 

are still in construction (to be completed by 2020). The total development will be 

approximately 150 hectares thus significantly increasing the amount of liveable and 

occupied area of Lyon and creating a new inhabited area in the city center. Once 

completed the entire district will (roughly) double the size of the historic center of 

Lyon and be one of the largest urban developments in France (and possibly Europe).  

The Confluence development gains its name from its location at the confluence 

where the Saône River flows into the Rhône River. The area was previously an 

industrial area which consisted of, in addition to industrial wasteland areas many 

market buildings and the old Lyon prisons. It is now developing into a lively mixed 

use district with functions including residential, commercial and parkland areas.     

In 2012 the shopping center and a new school also opened in the district. 
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Apart from providing additional land within the 

City of Lyon and reclaiming the wasteland area 

another major objective of the development was 

to create an environmentally sensitive 

development with features such specific energy 

targets which were to be met. However I was 

advised that some of the environmental energy 

efficient measures are not currently measuring  

up to the targets. Nonetheless, the district has 

been recognized as an Eco- district by the    

French government and awarded the European 

Label “concerto” for energy efficient buildings.  

A feature of the area was, for me, the strong and 

distinct architectural quality of the area with 

diverse buildings of a variety of forms, colours 

and materiality 

The master plan for the first phase was designed 

by Architect François Grether and landscape 

designer Michel Desvigne and covers an area of 

41 hectares. One of the central areas of the first 

phase of the Confluence development is the 

“Place Nautique” which was completed in 2009/ 

2010. We spent some time wandering through this 

4 hectare area which is itself a mixed use area 

with a mix of residence, offices and a commercial 

center as well as wetlands and waterways and 

docking area for boats. 

A feature of the area which the group found 

particularly attractive was the wetland areas 

which have been retained providing a contrast 

against the modern architecture as well as an 

ecological aspect of the development. 
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Above: Images of future Stage 2  

  

In addition to the areas completed there is currently a new museum, the Musée des 

Confluences, designed by Coop Himmelb(l)au which is currently under construction. 

This will be another interesting architectural addition to the area with its distinct 

mutating, angular deconstructivist form.  

The second phase of the development is still to be completed. The design of the 

master plan for this phase is by architects (team) Herzog & De Meuron in conjunction 

with landscape architect Michel Desvigne, who were selected as winners of a 

competition to design the second phase in 2009.  This phase is for an area of 35 

hectares and will consist of eight new buildings including a new skyscraper to be 

designed by Herzog & De Meuron. The other buildings are to be designed by six 

different French and international architects. The area will provide new residential 

building as well as offices, restaurants, a new university and a focus on knowledge 

industries.  In addition to the new buildings to be constructed a focal element of the 

second phase will be the retention and restoration of the existing market buildings 

and old prisons in the area.  Construction is scheduled to commence in 2015. In 

addition to the new buildings creating a dense new district for the city a major 

element is the development of new green spaces for the city.  Again environmental 

objectives are stated to be a focus of this phase of the district.  

I look forward to seeing how the district develops and hopefully returning in the 

future when the new areas designed by Herzog and De Meuron and the restoration of 

the old prison are completed and in use and discovering how the district has evolved. 
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Avignon 
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Issues and challenges for Planning in Avignon, 

Marseille and the Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur 

region 

The whole Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur territory (or PACA) is highly segregated with 

prominent polarisations of social and economic inequality, perhaps the most 

extreme example being the North-South divide in the city of Marseille wherein the 

rich reside in the Southern hemisphere of the city and the less-fortunate, deprived 

inhabitants located in the Northern districts. There have been attempts to try and de-

polarise these spatial segregations such as the tax on fortune over 1m euro’s in 

force particularly relevant to the Southern districts of the city in order to produce 

revenue to regenerate the more deprived parts. However, on the whole policies and 

strategies have historically mainly concerned with catering to these spatial 

segregations, for example providing a high-proportion of social housing in Northern 

districts to accommodate the local population, rather than being an overall re-

conceptualisation of the city, and indeed the rest of the PACA region as a whole, to 

re-integrate the population and spatial constructs as a unified territory once again. 

This trend of fragmentation is not just confined to the cities of Marseille and Avignon, 

but rather is notable in the whole PACA region. Issues of social and economic 

equality continue to penetrate through the different administrative scales resulting 

in the fragmentation of the urban tissue clearly visible to those who live and work in 

these places. In order to fix the declining inter-connectivity of the region and cities 

such as Avignon and Marseille which suffer the brunt of the problem the planning 

office in Avignon has defined two main objectives: The rebuilding of the urban tissue 

and to produce solutions to the social and economic issues. The approach adopted 

to implement these objectives was one removed of traditional and conventional 

methods of urbanism. Rather, it purposely strived to work outside the confines of 

those existing options and view the problem from a unique angle in order to produce 

more effective solutions. 

One of the problems with existing approaches was the assumed concept of the 

generic city; that most cities can be generalised in the problems they face, their 

strengths and weaknesses, and that solutions to such problems can merely be 

transplanted from one city to the next with minor alterations. However, as what 

should be inherently obvious, is the fact the no two cities are alike; their structure, 

form, attractiveness, economy, social and population trends, and internal and 

external connections are all different; that the concept of the generic city is one bred 

of false impressions and hoped-for solutions through the ease of their 

implementation. Inner-city problems (particularly social issues) are in nature site-

specific. They are intricately ingrained into all aspects of the urban fabric in which 

they lie reminiscent of the human structure of the urban area; of which differs from 

place to place with infinite combinations, much like the genetic pattern of a 

snowflake. Despite this, there may be common knowledge or similarities between 

how the city reacts to such solutions which can be shared from case to case. Make 

no mistake this is not simply complete policy transplantation, moreover a notation of 



` 

16 

 

the reactions which seem to be similar over a variety of cases which then can be 

assumed to produce the same result in another; this constitutes shared knowledge 

in this context. 

The multi-level feature of the French planning system presents the question of at 

which scale new policies should be created or implemented. At the regional or inter-

municipal level there are problems of legitimacy with policy-makers focused on 

trying to find a compromise to please all parties and actors. The policy or 

implementation of might go through a transition from the initial creation to the end 

result sometimes drastically changing the effectiveness and content of the original 

concept. At the local level there have been instances where the approach adopted 

by local government has been deemed too cautious, afraid to produce the necessary 

or excessive resources behind a policy in order to generate a more significant 

result; this kind of action in France has been labelled as ‘denying reality’, or 

weakening the potency of policy action. The multiplicity and spread of the layers of 

decision-making in France makes it very difficult for urban planners to coherently 

produce working policies and complicates the implementation of those policies, 

defining a new scale of actions that interfere or are involved in the whole process 

such as those that have private status but are publically funded.  The system is 

integrally built to enhance complexity of the planning process which has its 

problems, but as will be shown later also reveals much more of the overall picture in 

terms of issues, relationships, and connectivity. Some 15 years after the French 

decentralisation process a Law was passed in 1988 against exclusion in the regions. 

The problem was how these regions can successfully translate the law into policy; 

and moreover implement them into action. Again the multi-level nature of the French 

planning system complicates what should prove a simpler transition of policy into 

implementation, however what will become apparent is the cyclical nature of policy 

and implementation and that it is not simply linear, echoing the non-linear process of 

modern-day planning particularly emphasised through the multi-level French 

approach. 
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The local economy can be broken down into 2 types: Productive economy which 

include industry and business services and are related to global trends, and 

residential economy which is rooted to the particular territory and is not challenged 

by global competitive measures. A strong local economy usually borrows heavily 

from a dominant residential economy ratio. However, production of wealth doesn’t 

necessarily correspond to the circulation of wealth. There are much wider internal 

and external transaction flows’ which shift wealth in complex webs of connectivity 

on a multiplicity of scales. In a simplified sense the wealth created through local 

processes may be subject of external demands. This must be taken into 

consideration under the context of how policies are thought of and with reference to 

which type of economy they are focused towards; if not both. 

There are 3 main types of planning: 

1) Strategic Planning (spatial). 

2) Law Planning. 

3) Negotiative Planning. 

The first two groupings are straight forward in that they are inherently technical 

activities and involve mostly linear processes however the third type is removed 

from this approach. Negotiative planning is the fabric of planning through the 

negotiation of the actors involved. It is much more a mediation of all parties’ 

interests, focused more towards socio-economic and socio-political constructs than 

being merely a technical activity. The French planning system encapsulates all three 

types represented by a rebranding of planning under the label ‘Amenagement’. This 

new term is reminiscent of a larger scale of looking at planning the city including 

non-physical features and more human-related issues which again creates 

complexity in itself. However, because of this wider approach and the ability to be 

able to deal with complexity French planning offices are now in demand all over 

Europe. 

The French planning system is considered a very strong top-down approach (or is at 

least the case in theory) and it aims to show what the state can really do when 

heavily involved in or holds the majority of the power in the planning process. One 

such example is the remodelling of Paris in the 1870’s. Large-scale demolition took 

place involving the destruction of entire districts which can be considered an 

extremely brutal form of remodelling from a socialist point of view. However this 

collection of state power meant that local planners often had little power themselves 

and the constant factor of having to abide by state decisions made it ultimately more 

difficult to do planning in a coherent way. 

The transport infrastructure and nodes between the cities of Avignon and Marseille 

makes it an important crossing corridor for travellers, tourists and the importing of 

goods and services. The transient nature of this corridor puts pressure on not only 

local development to meet the increasing demands of those using the corridor but 

also planners who have to maintain the liveability of the urbanised areas and create 

solutions to the manifestation of problems associated with increased corridor use. 

The situation then remains ambiguous; there are clear opportunities to utilise the 
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strengths of the corridor by capitalising on the increased use in the area but it also 

presents a challenge in successfully managing this increase without threatening the 

fabric of the local economy. The difficulty for planners arises when trying to plan for 

something that is constantly moving, changing. What is preferred is to redevelop this 

area into a fixed ‘technopolis’ through which effective planning strategies and 

policies can be made to ensure the economic and social vitality of the area. 

It seems there are two overarching problems to this territory; the first involving the 

development of more commercial areas outside of the city centres. There is an 

increasing tension between concentrating commercial activities in the city centre 

and developments of new large commercial areas on the peripheral edges of cities. 

These new ‘peri-urban’ areas are offering a richer scope of commerce, shops and 

services which attract more and more customers leaving city centres with a 

decreasing level of activity, Avignon being a prime example. The tension arises 

through the owners of small or privately-owned shops in the city centre which are 

losing business as a result and who strongly oppose such new commercial 

developments in other areas. It boils down to the needs of the existing population 

(inhabitants) versus the needs of increased visitors, customers and tourists, and this 

is becoming an issue not just in this territory but the majority of medium-sized towns 

in France and indeed parts of Europe. There are clear contradictions in developing 

these new commercial areas and the ‘Grenelle Laws’ which focus on the protection 

and enhancement of sustainability, the environment and biodiversity of urban areas. 

The need to travel further or increased private vehicle use as a result of new outer-

city commercial developments threatens the quality of the surrounding environment 

and threatens local biodiversity. Therein lies’ the crux of the problem, the challenge 

to successfully incorporate a functional economically sound and environmentally 

friendly city in which the two factors are clear juxtapositions of the other, in an 

extreme example it could mean the choice between having a job or a lively city. 

The second problem planners’ face involves the regulations and laws regarding free 

circulation of workers. Employers have the right to employ anybody from any 

country earning the same wage as is usual in the employing country. However, 

according to social contribution they can be paid the same wage as what they were 

originally in their native countries questioning the fairness of the wage structure 

hierarchy and jeopardising the amount of jobs available to local residents. As a 

result the PACA region was largely impacted by immigration flows in the late 70’s 

and 80’s consisting of high proportions of African natives from countries such as 

Morocco and Tunisia looking for and providing a cheap source of work. This trend 

was accentuated in the 90’s and 00’s and as such integration of this new population 

into the existing became much more difficult. Settlements and areas of the region 

became highly concentrated with immigrants and confrontations with native 

residents became inevitable. The result was an incredibly strong tension between 

the immigrant population and native residents manifesting through new ethnic and 

socio-political problems, ultimately threatening the urban tissue of the whole 

territory. Unemployment was high and the immigrants took the majority of the blame 

for this simply further emphasising the tension between the different population 

groups. 
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Crime and violence pursued as the tensions boiled over into action. Due to this a 

proportion of native residents thought it necessary to protect their dwelling, street, 

neighbourhood and its belongings, as if to segregate the people from those who 

could use the facilities and those who could not. This factor, coupled with the 

demand of elderly residents to have their own space, their own ideal area resulted in 

the production of gated communities – a physical barrier between areas of a 

neighbourhood in the heart of urban areas. All sense of the word community was 

lost, it was now merely ‘them’ (those who reside within the gated walls), and ‘us’ 

(those who did not). Initially a construct of American idealism the concept of the 

gated-community started to spread throughout the world and now there are notable 

structures in the majority of countries over Europe and beyond. Through this 

physical division the amount of available public space diminished and more private 

space was created only allowing certain individuals entry. Public space is the glue of 

social integration and through the decreasing availability of this space there were 

fewer opportunities for social integration resulting in huge urban and social 

fragmentation. It was unforgivably destructive of the social tissue of urban space. 

This presents the problem of how to plan for something that is strongly fragmented, 

and even more so how to reconnect the population. Planning strategies of this kind 

are largely experimental and often involve the creation of ‘event-points’ at each 

subsector of the neighbourhood division in order to reconnect the public areas and 

again create the feeling of community, rather than just a neighbourhood. 

In summary there are 3 important features of cities in the PACA region that are 

representative of the biggest challenges currently. The first is the attractiveness of 

shrinking cities. As cities lose population to newly formed commercial areas the 

attractiveness and city image becomes crucial in the survival of a city’s fortunes. It 

is not only the physical attractiveness and visual imagery but also a matter of the 

feeling the city conveys, all of which are predominantly urban design-related 

features. The second point is the role that metropolitanisation plays in encouraging 

urban sprawl resulting in the emergence of new small towns and settlements and 

again increasing car travel, commuting and when linked with the rising price of 

petrol affects not only environmental quality but also the socio-economic class of the 

commuting individual. The metropolitanisation of such areas has also resulted in a 

second stream of population movement back into the heat of the city centre, leaving 

the peri-urban areas and as such should be promoted in current planning strategies 

to revitalise these city centres. Lastly is the issue of how planners can deal with such 

a collection of constraints and contradictions, how to recreate functioning 

economically-successful metropolitan areas whilst combating fringe commercial 

developments. 

Through the new issues and problems that planners are adding to their repertoire 

the role of the planner is one currently going through transition, a reinvention of not 

only planners but of planning itself. There is a call towards more participatory 

planning; to involve more of the population in the process; to define their needs and 

ideas on what needs to be done and what needs to change. It is becoming much 

more multi-disciplinary. Planners now not only need to be technical, but also 

Negotiative, a mediator, a symbol for not only private, developer, and needs of the 

state but also of the general population and minorities. The French approach to the 
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planning system through the coining of the term ‘Amenagement’ reinforces this fact; 

that Planning is not merely just a technical procedure and consideration of physical 

elements, but also much deeper than that, of the psychological, economic, social 

and political passive elements that define the human structure of a city or town. 
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Aux frontières de l'urbain/ At the frontiers of Urban Space 

Thematic Scope and context this conference: 

Researchers’ observations are faced with the arbitrary official definition of urban 

areas, which differ from one country to the next. This contributes to the fuzziness of 

objective boundaries between “small towns” and villages. The change of the status 

of small agglomerations can lead to modifications in fiscal, environmental and urban 

rules. Access to urban status is a major issue for the development of a locality and 

territory . What is the impact of urban policies on such towns? Is it enough to 

proclaim that a locality is “urban”? Are there specific governance issues that come 

with the small and medium town? Are these issues at the basis of original proposals 

concerning country planning? 

The future of urban planning has been the object of lively debate in recent years. For 

a long time, urban planning was considered an efficient tool, unable to address 

development effectively. 

However, renewed attention to urban planning has recently emerged. Shifting 

dramatically from its initial ambition to command and control the city, planning has 

started reassessing itself in the new context of urbanization. 

Small and medium sized towns play an important role in regional development. In 

that respect a number of important issues arise: 

•Strengthening small and medium sized towns in rural areas as focal points for 

regional development and promotion of their networking 

•Maintenance of basic supply of services and public transport in small and medium 

sized towns 

•Promotion and support of partnership-based cooperation between small and 

medium sized towns at a national and transnational level through joint projects and 

mutual exchange of experience. 

Many aspects have to various degrees determining impact on quality of life and 

future prosperity in small and medium sized towns. 

It is important to clarify the diversity of roles played by small and medium sized 

towns locally. Many of them may seem insignificant at a European or even at a 

national level, whereas at regional and local level they may be of reasonably 

significant importance, like main towns being decision centers on islands or in more 

remote or peripheral areas. 
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Growth of the inequities between European cities systems and a relative decline of  

the small and medium sized towns. The reason for this trend is the decreasing 

distances that influence directly the dynamic of the communication speed. Small and 

medium cities which had the role of a communication channel are shortcut and their 

clients are drawn by the big cities that increase their area of influence. 

Under these conditions, during the past years, many of these cities have lost 

residents and jobs over to the large city and the economical, technological and 

sociological dynamic has had a negative trend, which could not be overcome by the 

developing problems of the great metropolis. 

In a global marketplace, where agglomeration economies are prioritized, metro 

cities seem to be the only competitive spaces. In reality however, small towns are 

often spaces of innovation capable of taking their own place in wider global 

networks . What are the major assets of such towns compared with larger metro 

cities? 
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Poster: Planning in Heritage Protected Area  

Multicultural Dimensions 

We presented a poster at the conference which was based on our previous work 

done during the master’s program. Which is illustrated on the following page.  

This poster shows the various projects which were produced by three groups all 

investigating the same site in Tours located in a heritage area on the main axis of the 

city.  The three groups all developed proposals as to how this site could be 

developed, focussing on ways to comprehend the use of facilities in the area and 

create a new development that retains some of Tours cultural heritage. The three 

separate groups assessed the site and created their own interpretations of a 

successful development which took into account the context including the heritage 

of the site. 

The poster looks at not only the heritage conservation project but at the similarities 

and differences in the approach and response between the different groups. 
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 Marseille (via Aix-en-Provence) 
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MEETING AT AIX EN PROVENCE: 

On the way to Marseille we had meeting at planning school in Aix en Provence. It is at 

the centre of a region of charming villages, surrounded by the Sainte- Victoire 

Mountain, Durance valley, Touloubre, Cotes and Trevaresse range and it is also has 

major university, cultural and economic centre in France. Though we had our 

presentation in French it was translated by our professor Abdelillah Hamdouch. 

Presentation was helpful in triggering our knowledge about Regional Planning of 

Territories in France.                                                           
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UNTIL NEXT YEAR . . . 

 

      

 

 

We had a great trip, discovered 

new places and learnt many things, 

in particular about contemporary 

planning projects and challenges in 

France.    

To conclude, I am sure we will all 

want to return to further explore 

many of the places we visited and 

see how they continue to evolve as 

well as the impacts of the different 

planning strategies that were 

conveyed to us during our trip.  
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Conference Programme: 
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